Summary. The 
Summary. The patterns of adult copulatory behaviour can be observed in piglets. This sex play is more frequent in young boars than in young sows and reaches a peak during the second neonatal month.
The castration of young boars within 5 min after birth (7 animals) eliminated the intense sex play of the second month. Gonadectomy at 30 days (3 animals) did not change mounting frequency during the second month, but reduced it during the third month. Castration at 60 days (7 animals) did not influence later mounting frequency.
As (Signoret, 1972 ; Ford and Schanbacher, 1977 ; Ford, 1982) . Ford and Schanbacher (1977) and Ford (1982) (Meusy-Dessolle, 1976 ; Ford, 1983) . Therefore, there is a long period during wich sexualization can be studied in pigs.
As in many other species, all the patterns of adult boar sexual behaviour can be observed in young animals long before puberty (ritualized approach and mounting, for example). The pattern of changes in this sex play in lambs is very characteristic during the first neonatal weeks (Orgeur, 1982) . We thought that this play might be related with endocrine events and that by studying it we would gain some insight into the evolution of the sexualization process. The mean mounting frequencies as a function of piglet age were significantly different (P < 0.025 ; fig. 11 , reaching a maximum during the second month.
These reactions were observed in animals of both sexes, but their frequency was higher in boars than in sows (P < 0.01). (Meusy-Dessolle, 1976) .
Plasma oestrogens in boars are high, changing concurrently with testosterone during postnatal development (Ford, 1983) 
